[Interventional radiology of the thorax].
Interventional radiology of the thorax includes a wide variety of diagnostic and/or therapeutic procedures. Transthoracic needle biopsy is a widely used technique. Generall, computed tomography is used to guide the puncture, less commonly fluoroscopy or in exceptional cases ultrasound. Targets include parenchymatous, pleural and mediastinal lesions. The biopsy specimen is used for cytology, histology, bacteriology, mycology and parasitology studies. Needle biopsy is also the first step in more complex procedures: drainage of thoracic collections, inserting harpoons, thoracic sympatholysis, palliative treatment of aspergillomas. Bronchial arteriography with embolization is an effective emergency symptomatic treatment for severe hemoptysis. Endovascular vaso-occlusion procedures can be used for rare arteriovenous pulmonary fistulas. Superior vena cava obstruction can be treated, usually in a palliative procedure, by installing an endovascular endoprosthesis.